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Welcome
The search for meaning can be found in various ways and a variety of 
levels of understanding. Do we simply need a general understanding of a 
word, topic, method, practice, etc.? Or are we really interested in knowing 
all we can about the word, topic, method? 

As educators there are times we look for a general understanding of the 
buzzwords of education because it will serve us well in our calling. Other 
educational topics and trends need more study to have an understanding 
and be able to utilize them in our teaching. What about: Differentiation? 
STEM, STEAM, or STREAM? Dyspraxia? First Days of School? Dyslexia? 
Learn Like a Pirate? Trauma? Ditch That Textbook? New WELS Teaching 
Standards? Common Core? Asperger’s? Autism? Teach Like a Pirate? ALICE 
Training? These may have more or less relevance to you depending on your 
situation and interests.

As Christian (Lutheran) educators, there 
is another search for meaning that will 
be our privilege throughout our lives as 
well as the lives of the students entrusted 
to our care. Our conference theme, 
“What Does This Mean?” reminds us 
about the most important growth there 
can be for ourselves and the students 
within our classrooms and schools. What does it mean to fear the Lord? What does it mean to walk in obedience 
to Him? What does it mean to love Him? What does it mean to serve Him? What does it mean to observe His 
commands? The search for the meaning to those questions takes us to one and only one place, the Word of our Lord. 
The search for the answers/meaning to those questions is our lifelong privilege as servants of God. As Christian/
Lutheran educators, leading the students entrusted to our care to a deeper understanding of those questions is 
where everything really begins and ends. Everything in between is what happens so those entrusted to our care 
may faithfully share the reason for the hope they have with those they meet outside the walls of a Lutheran church, 
elementary school, high school, or college. 

In my classroom after studying an account of Bible history, we sing the following hymn stanza as our closing prayer. 
At times we need to rethink the words so it does not just become a way to conclude our study of God’s Word and 
move on with the day. It’s a prayer for life.

I pray you, dear Lord Jesus, my heart to keep and train that I your holy temple from youth to age remain. Oh, turn my 
thoughts forever from worldly wisdom’s lore; if I but learn to know you, I shall not want for more (CW 510).

May our conference assist in giving some understanding to some of those general educational topics mentioned 
above. More important, may our conference remind us of who we are and what our purpose on earth is really all 
about so we can answer those who ask, “What Does This or That Mean?”

May the Lord bless your time here and your service in His kingdom!
Timothy J. Kassulke, WLSTC President

  WELCOME

“What does this mean?” reminds us about the most 
important growth there can be for ourselves and 
the students within our classrooms and schools.
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MAIN LEVEL

LOWER LEVEL

Maps of Wisconsin Lutheran High School

  MAPS
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Thanks! Housekeeping
There are a number of individuals who have worked 
quietly and humbly behind the scenes to bring our 
conference for 2018 to this point. As you have 
opportunity, thank these people and all who made  
the 2018 WLSTC a reality:

• Justin Gut, Phil Krueger, and Tim Zunker of the 
WLSTC Executive Committee who through their roles 
and expertise provide guidance for the conference. 

• The staff at WELS Commission on Lutheran 
Schools and WELS Technology for their help and 
support in sending out email messages, assisting 
with registration, and collecting the fees. 

• The members of the Executive Committee and 
Program Committee who have served their terms 
of office: Justin Gut, Vice President; Tim Zunker, 
Treasurer; Craig Winkler and Matt Nottling, male 
Program Committee members; Katie Szczepaniak, 
female Program Committee member. Thank you to 
all of them for their faithful service!  

• The WLSTC Program Committee (under the 
leadership of Craig Winkler and Matt Nottling) has 
worked hard to arrange presenters and topics that 
will serve the needs of our teachers as well as help 
expand the knowledge needed by our teachers. 

• Tim Mueller, our WLSTC webmaster, for updating 
the WLSTC website. 

• Phil Krueger for his work with The Registry and the 
post-conference survey.  

• The various principals’ conferences and faculties 
within these conferences that are taking charge of 
a number of items including ushering, setup and 
takedown, auditing, and elections. 

• The personnel of Wisconsin Lutheran High School 
for their assistance in numerous ways.  

Thank you to all who made the 2018 WLSTC a reality!

Here are a few housekeeping items to make note of 
during this year’s conference:

• If you need assistance, please visit the Courtesy 
Table in the lobby. 

• Parking: All hourly parking restrictions are lifted 
on Glenview (84th) and Honey Creek Parkway. In 
nearby subdivisions pay attention to any posted no-
parking signs. You may also park in the Pick ‘n’ Save 
lot, but only along the fence that faces WLHS.   

• In the cafeteria: Continental breakfast will be 
available from 7:30 a.m. until 10:15 a.m. with 
cookies at 12:30 p.m. on Thursday. Friday breakfast 
until 9:00 a.m. At the Wong’s request, water and 
grab-and-go snacks during breaks. 

• Taher, the food service for WLHS, is serving 
continental breakfast, coffee, soda, and water in the 
cafeteria. They will also set up a coffee station in the 
auxiliary gym. We thank them for their work!  

• In an effort to be good stewards of our money and 
their time, we have asked Taher to clean up after 
the final break (around 2:45 p.m. on Thursday and 
11:45 a.m. on Friday) instead of waiting until the 
close of the day.  

• If you paid for the beef or veggie burger, your lunch 
will be available after 11:30 a.m. in the cafeteria. Your 
choice is indicated on your name badge. 

• Please note the sectionals listed on your name 
badge. Your conference booklet will help you 
determine where your sectionals are being held. 

• Take the time to enjoy some coffee and visit the wide 
variety of vendors and exhibitors in the auxiliary 
gym (see page 6-7 for a list and map). Many offer 
conference discounts and drawings. Browse your 
booklet to see some of their promotional materials. 

• Overflow seating for the auditorium is in the 
atrium. There will also be some additional seating 
still available in the cafeteria.  
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7:00 AM Registration in main gym; Displays and coffee in auxiliary gym; Refreshments in cafeteria

8:30 AM Opening Worship in auditorium

9:45 AM Reports and Announcements in auditorium

10:15 AM Spiritual Growth Keynote: A Promise in Their Pockets, Pastor David Wenzel, in auditorium

11:30 AM Lunch (on your own or enjoy your previously ordered pasta bar in the cafeteria); Visit displays

1:00 PM Devotion in WLHS auditorium

1:30 –3:45 PM

Double AB Sectionals
AB01 ...Helping Children Build Emotional Literacy, Becki Wagner, Room 136
AB02...Fidgeting, Frustrated, Flipped Out …What Could This Mean? Lois McKenney, Room 145
AB03...When Readers Struggle, Kim Gartner/Sally Davis, Room 250 (Atrium)
AB04 ...Teach Like a Pirate, Tim Kassulke/Matt Nottling, Room 228
AB05...Music and Movement—Growing Every Child’s Potential, Kevin Poston, Room 236

1:30 –2:30 PM

Single A Sectionals
A07 .....Ministry Development Plans, Tom Plitzuweit, Room 144
A08 .....Connecting With Kids Through Art, Megan Schable, Room 140
A09 .....Incorporating Art History in Art Class, Debbie Spriggs, Room 139
A10 .....Upper Grade PE Curriculum to Prepare for High School, Seth Jaeger, Room 263
A11 ......Finding Answers for Students With Emotional Behaviors, Stephanie Rosenow, Room 221
A12 .....Using Playful Transitions to Manage Your Classroom for You, Molly Brooks, Room 175
A13 .....Math in the Early Childhood Classroom, Lisa Carlson/Sue Riediger, Room 103
A14 .....Learning Centers in the Classroom, Rachel Grambsch, Room 141 (Band Room)
A15 .....Early Childhood: A Roundtable and More!, Cindi Holman, Room 108
A16 .....The Power of Play, Jennifer Mehlberg, Room 107
A17 .....Roth Planning Techniques, Verlyn and Kelly Hahn, Room 220
A18 .....Poverty and Education: What Being Poor Does to a Student’s Brain, Dan Johnson,  

Room 109
A19 .....Whole Brain Teaching, Paul Patterson, Room 111
A20 .....The Educational Pastor’s Role in Your School, Fred Uttech, Room 209
A21 .....New Picture Books!  A Topical Approach, Jonathan Roux, Room 231 (Library)
A22 .....Children of the Light Books and Study Guide, Mary Schmal/Leanne Ross, Room 113
A23 .....The NaNoWriMo Semester—A Novel Approach to Creative Writing, Benjamin 

Springer, Room 114
A24 .....Changing “I Can’t” Into “I’ll Try,” Andrew Baxter, Room 124
A25 .....Building School Community Through Cross-Age Activities, Heidi Schone/Kelly 

Schreiner, Room 127
A26 .....Planting the Seeds of Algebraic Thinking in Elementary Math, Jen Szydlik, Room 128
A27 .....How the Brain Learns Mathematics, Cindy Whaley, Room 119 (Senior Lounge)

Schedule
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25

SCHEDULE
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1:30 –2:30 PM

Single A Sectionals, cont.
A28 .....Junior Choir Music Throughout the Church Year for Adolescent Voices, Lisa Uttech,  

Room 258 (Choral Room)
A29 .....Topical Lessons and Bible Study, Scott Schmudlach, Room 211
A30 .....The Spiritually Militant Teacher, Earle Treptow, Room 212
A31 .....“A Promise in Their Pockets”—Spiritual Keynote Follow-Up, David Wenzel, Room 210
A32 .....Theology of the Cross , Michael Willitz, Room 206
A33 .....Controversial Topics in Science for Christians, Gregory Diersen, Room 223
A34 .....Enhancing Classroom Talk, Larry Czer, Rom 213
A35 .....Engaging All Students: Inclusive Practices and the Social Studies Curriculum, Kari 

Muente, Room 225
A36 .....Chromebooks and 21st-Century Learning, John Dorn, Room 131
A37 .....The New and Improved Google Sites, Kurt Gosdeck, Room 133
A38 .....Coding and Creating for Kids, Chris Luebke, Room 227
A39 .....Building a Sustainable Team Culture, Jenilee Voss, Room 179
A40 .....Number Talks, Nate Dittrich, Room 129
A41 .....STEM for K-8, Andrew Willems, Room 222 

Schedule
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, CONT.
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Schedule
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, CONT.

2:45 –3:45 PM

Single B Sectionals
B07 .....Ministry Development Plans, Tom Plitzuweit, Room 144
B08 .....Connecting With Kids Through Art, Megan Schable, Room 140
B09 .....Incorporating Art History in Art Class, Debbie Spriggs, Room 139
B10......Upper Grade PE Curriculum to Prepare for High School, Seth Jaeger, Room 263
B11 ......Finding Answers for Students With Emotional Behaviors, Stephanie Rosenow, Room 221
B12 ......Using Playful Transitions to Manage Your Classroom for You, Molly Brooks, Room 175
B13 ......Math in the Early Childhood Classroom, Lisa Carlson/Sue Riediger, Room 103 
B14 ......Learning Centers in the Classroom, Rachel Grambsch, Room 141 (Band Room)
B15 ......Early Childhood: A Roundtable and More!, Cindi Holman, Room 108
B16 ......The Power of Play, Jennifer Mehlberg, Room 107
B17 ......Roth Planning Techniques, Verlyn and Kelly Hahn, Room 220
B18 ......Poverty and Education: What Being Poor Does to a Student’s Brain, Dan Johnson,  

Room 109
B19 ......Whole Brain Teaching, Paul Patterson, Room 111
B20 .....The Educational Pastor’s Role in Your School, Fred Uttech, Room 209
B21 ......New Picture Books! A Topical Approach, Jonathan Roux, Room 231 (Library)
B22 .....Children of the Light Books and Study Guide, Mary Schmal/Leanne Ross, Room 113
B23 .....The NaNoWriMo Semester—A Novel Approach to Creative Writing, Benjamin Springer, 

Room 114
B24 .....Changing “I Can’t” Into “I’ll Try,” Andrew Baxter, Room 124
B25 .....Building School Community Through Cross-Age Activities, Heidi Schone/Kelly Schreiner, 

Room 127
B26 .....Planting the Seeds of Algebraic Thinking in Elementary Math, Jen Szydlik, Room 128
B27......How the Brain Learns Mathematics, Cindy Whaley, Room 119 (Senior Lounge)
B28 .....Junior Choir Music Throughout the Church Year for Adolescent Voices, Lisa Uttech,  

Room 258 (Choral Room)
B29 .....Topical Lessons and Bible Study, Scott Schmudlach, Room 211
B30 .....The Spiritually Militant Teacher, Earle Treptow, Room 212
B31 ......“A Promise in Their Pockets”—Spiritual Keynote Follow-Up, David Wenzel, Room 210
B32 .....Theology of the Cross, Michael Willitz, Room 206
B33 .....Controversial Topics in Science for Christians, Gregory Diersen, Room 223
B34 .....Enhancing Classroom Talk, Larry Czer, Room 213
B35 .....Engaging All Students: Inclusive Practices and the Social Studies Curriculum, Kari Muente, 

Room 225
B36 .....Chromebooks and 21st-Century Learning, John Dorn, Room 131 
B37 .....The New and Improved Google Sites, Kurt Gosdeck, Room 133
B38 .....Coding and Creating for Kids, Chris Luebke, Room 227
B41 ......The Reality of Virtual Reality, Andrew Willems, Room 222

3:45 PM Visit Displays (If you requested a Thursday-only professional growth certificate during online 
registration, you may pick it up from the Courtesy Table after 3:45.)

4:30 PM Displays Close

SCHEDULE



  |  15

Schedule
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26.

7:30 AM Displays and coffee in auxiliary gym; Refreshments in cafeteria

8:15 AM Opening Devotion and Announcements in auditorium

9:00 AM
Professional Growth Keynote: Harry and Rosemary Wong with special guest William 

Martinez, in auditorium

1:00 –1:15 PM Closing Devotion 

(If you requested a professional growth certificate during online registration, you may pick it up 
from the front of the auditorium after closing devotion.)

  SCHEDULE

QUESTIONS? CHECK AT THE COURTESY TABLE.
Kris Snyder, Conference Coordinator 

kris.snyder@wels.net
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From two Lutheran missionaries in 1893 to thousands of Apache Christians today, Native American 
Missions invites you to join them in celebrating 125 years of God’s grace. 

APACHE 125 
The administrative committee for Native American Missions is comprised of a pastor, teacher, 
and layman dedicated to the WELS Native American Mission’s focus. These men work with the 
World Mission Board and with the Apache missionaries, principals, teachers, and lay leaders on 
the Apache mission field. With a goal to equip Native American Christians to lead and to serve, 
they have prayerfully considered and chosen three areas of the vast array of ministry areas on 
the Apache Reservation on which to focus. These three areas are in the most need of financial 
assistance. When efforts and money are given to these areas, we believe this will be the most 
effective and efficient way to reach more Native American souls with the life-saving gospel 
message. God’s will be done.

Apache Christian Training School (ACTS)
Apache Christians are asking to be equipped to share Christ’s love. ACTS provides them with 
training and resources that prepare leaders for all levels of ministry on the reservations. With a solid 
program already in place, ACTS exists to provide trained workers for the ever-expanding ministries 
of current congregations. ACTS will also play a key role in the training of workers to share the 
gospel with other Native American communities. 

Lutheran Church of the Open Bible, Whiteriver, AZ
With approximately one thousand members, Open Bible is looking to expand its ministry through 
increased use of trained volunteers and called workers. They will use these trained and equipped 
Apache Christians to serve as evangelists, deacons, and deaconesses. These trained workers 
will play a vital role in expanding outreach opportunities, small group study and support groups, 
addiction recovery ministry, grief counseling, youth ministry, and worship opportunities. 

Peridot-Our Savior’s Lutheran School
With enrollment rising from 75 to almost 150 in four years and requests for solid, Christian 
education continuing to roll in, there is a great opportunity for expansion! Additional classrooms, 
building repairs, faculty, and resources are desperately needed to catch up with enrollment growth. 
Your gifts will help present-day ministry at the school and support the various projects that will allow 
Peridot-Our Savior’s to reach more children and their families with the gospel.  

  OFFERING DESIGNATION

Offering Designation
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Opening Worship
THURSDAY, 8:30 AM

Led by Pastor Joel Heckendorf, Immanuel, Greenville
Organist: Becky Aldinger, Star of Bethlehem, New Berlin

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 
Based on Deuteronomy 10:12,13

Because God chose and redeemed us, we devote ourselves fully to him.

OPENING GATHERING RITE ON THE WORD OF GOD (CWS)

M:  I the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C (spoken):  Amen.

M: Oh, how I love your law!
C: I meditate on it all day long.
M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,
C: for they are ever with me.
M: I have more insight than all my teachers,
C: for I meditate on your statutes.
M: How sweet are your words to my taste,
C: sweeter than honey to my mouth!  Psalm 119:97-99, 103

WORSHIP
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Opening Worship
THURSDAY, 8:30 AM CONT.

M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 3: 16, 17
M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For this and all our sins, we 

bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my 

thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve 
your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name” (John 20:31). The Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died 
on the cross to pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called servant 
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C (spoken):  Amen.

M: The psalmist writes:  
“My people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth with a parable; I will utter 
hidden things, things from of old—things we have heard and known, things our ancestors have told us”  
(Psalm 78:1-3). 
 
We now turn our ears and our hearts to the Word:

 WORSHIP
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FIRST READING DEUTERONOMY 6:13-25 (NIV)

Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name. Do not follow other gods, the gods of the 
peoples around you; for the Lord your God, who is among you, is a jealous God and his anger will burn against 
you, and he will destroy you from the face of the land. Do not put the Lord your God to the test as you did at Massah. 
Be sure to keep the commands of the Lord your God and the stipulations and decrees he has given you. Do what is 
right and good in the Lord’s sight, so that it may go well with you and you may go in and take over the good land the 
Lord promised on oath to your ancestors, thrusting out all your enemies before you, as the Lord said.

In the future, when your son asks you, “What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws the Lord our God 
has commanded you?” tell him: “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand. Before our eyes the Lord sent signs and wonders—great and terrible—on Egypt and Pharaoh and his 
whole household. But he brought us out from there to bring us in and give us the land he promised on oath to our 
ancestors. The Lord commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the Lord our God, so that we might always 
prosper and be kept alive, as is the case today. And if we are careful to obey all this law before the Lord our God, as 
he has commanded us, that will be our righteousness.”

GOSPEL READING JOHN 15:12-17 (NIV)

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant 
does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love 
each other.

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C: Let your Word, loving Father, be a lamp for our feet and a light to our path so that we and our children 
may understand what you would have us know and believe, as we walk on the way that leads to 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Opening Worship
THURSDAY, 8:30 AM CONT.

WORSHIP
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Opening Worship
THURSDAY, 8:30 AM CONT.

HYMN OF THE DAY “FATHER, GOD OF GRACE, YOU KNEW US” (CWS 753)

 WORSHIP
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SERMON DEUTERONOMY 10:12-22 (NIV)

And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him, 
to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the Lord’s commands 
and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good?

To the Lord your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in it. Yet the Lord set 
his affection on your ancestors and loved them, and he chose you, their descendants, above all the nations—as it 
is today. Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer. For the Lord your God is God of 
gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. He 
defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and 
clothing. And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners in Egypt. Fear the Lord your 
God and serve him. Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name. He is the one you praise; he is your God, who 
performed for you those great and awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes. Your ancestors who went down 
into Egypt were seventy in all, and now the Lord your God has made you as numerous as the stars in the sky.

CREATE IN ME

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Minister:  Lord God, you are compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in love.  
Women:  Fill us with the peace of your forgiveness.  
Men:  Teach our hearts to praise you for your saving love.  
All:  Lead us to fear, love, and trust in you above all things.
Minister:  You have taught us to pray:

WORSHIP

Opening Worship
THURSDAY, 8:30 AM CONT.
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All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth 
  as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
  against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

 
CLOSING HYMN “MAY THE MIND OF CHRIST MY SAVIOR” (CW 467)

 WORSHIP

Opening Worship
THURSDAY, 8:30 AM CONT.
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Afternoon Devotion
THURSDAY, 1:00 PM

Led by Pastor James Backus, St. Mark’s, Watertown
Organist: Becky Aldinger, Star of Bethlehem, New Berlin

WE ARE CALLED BY THE LORD

OPENING HYMN “COME, FOLLOW ME, THE SAVIOR SPOKE” (CW 453) 

WORSHIP
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Afternoon Devotion
THURSDAY, 1:00 PM CONT.

M:  God works for the good of those who love him, Romans 8:28
C:  Who have been called according to his purpose. 

M:  For we are God’s workmanship, Ephesians 2:10
C:  Created in Christ Jesus to do good works,
M:  Which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

C:  Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, Isaiah 6:8
M:  “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”
C:  And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

READING AND MEDITATION MATTHEW 4:18-22 (EHV)

As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew. They were casting a net into the sea, since they were fishermen. He said to them, “Come, follow me, and I 
will make you fishers of men.”

They immediately left their nets and followed him. Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James the son of 
Zebedee and his brother John. They were in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. Jesus called them. 
Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER

C: I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 
me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I commend my 
body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power 
over me. Amen.

BLESSING

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C (spoken): Amen.

Worship Credits
Psalm 18, Hymn 753, Gathering Rite on the Word of God, and 283 (CW) are reprinted with permission under 
OneLicense.net License #804003-E.

Scripture marked EHV is from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 Wartburg Project, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Scripture marked NIV is taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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Morning Devotion
FRIDAY, 8:15 AM

WORSHIP

Led by Pastor Wayne Shevey, Wisconsin Lutheran College, Milwaukee
Organist: Becky Aldinger, Star of Bethlehem, New Berlin

WE ARE TO WALK WITH THE LORD

OPENING HYMN “LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS” (CW 452)
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Morning Devotion
FRIDAY, 8:15 AM CONT.

 WORSHIP

PSALM 18

The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;* my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.
He reached down from on high and took hold of me;* he rescued me from my powerful enemy.
He brought me out into a spacious place;* he rescued me because he delighted in me.

 Refrain

You, O Lord, keep my lamp burning;* my God turns my darkness into light.
You save the humble* but bring low those whose eyes are haughty.
You give me your shield of victory;* and your right hand sustains me.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* is now, and will be forever. Amen.

 Refrain

READING AND MEDITATION MICAH 6:8 (NIV)

And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER

C: I thank you my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have kept me this night 
from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life 
may please you. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be 
with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

BLESSING

M:  May the grace of the Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil; may Christ drive all hurtful things far from 
us and purify both our souls and bodies; may Christ bind us to himself by the bond of love; and may his peace 
abound in our hearts.

C (spoken): Amen.
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Afternoon Devotion
FRIDAY, 1:00 PM

Led by Pastor Mark Schroeder, Luther Preparatory School, Watertown
Organist: Becky Aldinger, Star of Bethlehem, New Berlin

WE ARE SENT BY THE LORD

OPENING HYMN “SPEAK, O SAVIOR: I AM LISTENING” (CW 283) 
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Afternoon Devotion
FRIDAY, 1:00 PM CONT.

RESPONSES  “HARK! THE VOICE OF JESUS CRYING” (CW 573:4)

M:  Let none hear you idly saying,
C:  “There is nothing I can do,”
M:  While the multitudes are dying,
C:  And the Master calls for you.
M:  Take the task he gives you gladly;
C:  Let his work your pleasure be.
M:  Answer quickly when he calleth,
C:  “Here am I—send me, send me!”

READING AND MEDITATION 1 SAMUEL 3:10 (NIV)

The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”
Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  

APOSTLES’ CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

 
PRAYER

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and 
take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed 
hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

BLESSING
M:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C (spoken): Amen.
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Spiritual Growth Keynote
THURSDAY, 10:15 AM

One of our highest goals as Christian educators is that 
our students grow in their knowledge of God’s Word 
and faith in Jesus. God’s Word works. That is God’s 
promise, and we see evidence of that every day. But 
our knowledge of our students is often limited to eight 
hours a day. How confident are we that our students 
take their faith home with them? Do their parents see 
the same growth that we do? What about parents who 
aren’t really interested in the Christian education that 
our schools provide, but rather are focused on a good 
private school education? Jesus is in our classrooms, 

but how do we make sure that Jesus is also in our students’ homes? As always, we will 
find comfort and encouragement in the words of Jesus.

Pastor David Wenzel grew up in Menasha, attended Bethel Lutheran Church and 
School, and graduated from Fox Valley Lutheran High School in 1978. Through the 
encouragement of his parents, pastor, and teachers at FVL, he attended Northwestern 
College (1982) and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (1986). He was assigned as a tutor 
at Martin Luther Preparatory School in Prairie du Chien, where he taught world history 
and supervised the boys’ dormitory. He has also served as a pastor at St. Paul’s, St. 
James, Minnesota, and has served for 27 years at FVL.

At FVL, Pastor Wenzel has taught Old Testament, New Testament, Life of Christ, Romans, 
and Ephesians. He is also the head of the religion department and coaches girls’ 
basketball. In 1992 he married Debbie Bode. God has richly blessed them with four 
children: Megan (Gabe) Wildeman, Collin (Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary), Erin (Martin 
Luther College), and Eric (US Marine Corps). 

A PROMISE IN THEIR POCKETS
Pastor David Wenzel 

Fox Valley Lutheran High School, Appleton
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Spiritual Growth Keynote
THURSDAY, 10:15 AM CONT.

A PROMISE IN THEIR POCKETS
John 4:46-54: Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into 
wine. And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this 
man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged 
him to come and heal his son, who was close to death. “Unless you people see signs and 
wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.” The royal official said, “Sir, come down 
before my child dies.” “Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.” The man took Jesus at his 
word and departed. While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that 
his boy was living. When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to 
him, “Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him.” Then the father realized that 
this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and his 
whole household believed. This was the second sign Jesus performed after coming from 
Judea to Galilee.

Introduction
I. Know God’s promises 

A. His promises to you
1. John 3:16
2. 2 Timothy 3:15: From infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 

make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
3. Galatians 4:4-5: When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 

born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.
4. Mark 11:24: Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have 

received it, and it will be yours.
5. John 20:31: These words are written…
6. 
7. His promises to your students
8. Isaiah 40:11: He tends his flock like a shepherd; he gathers the lambs in his arms and 

carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those who have young.
9. Mark 9:37: Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and 

whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.
10. Acts 14:22: We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God. 

II. Share God’s promises made and fulfilled
A. Romans 3:21-23: But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made 

known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness is given through faith in 
Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

B. 1 John 1:7: The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
C. Romans 8:32: If God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not 

also, along with him, graciously give us all things.
D. James 5:16: The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.
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Spiritual Growth Keynote
THURSDAY, 10:15 AM CONT.

E. 1st Article promises and 2nd Article promises
F. Scriptural examples
G. POW Howard Rutledge
H. The use of anecdotes and personal experience

III. Trust God’s promises 
A. John 4:50: “The man took Jesus at his word and departed” armed only with a promise.
B. Other examples from Scripture:
C. The testimony of children:

1. The young shepherd David
2. 2 Kings 5: [Naaman the leper] She said to her mistress, “If only my master would see the 

prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”
D. Sending those promises via homework

1. Reading a portion of Scripture 
2. Memory work
3. Hymns
4. Prayer “assignments”

E. Isaiah 55:11: My word will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and 
achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
1. Katie
2. Anna
3. Carolotta
4. Amy

Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the 
work of the Lord because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.                  
  1 Corinthians 15:58

SPIRITUAL KEYNOTE
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Professional Growth Keynote Address
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM

Harry and Rosemary Wong are the foremost authorities on the effective teacher. 
They are the most sought-after speakers in education, booked two to four years into 
the future. Harry has spoken to more than one million educators, and the Wongs 
have written the best-selling book in education, THE First Days of School, that has 
sold more than four million copies.

Harry is a former award-winning 
high school science teacher, 
including the Horace Mann 
Outstanding Educator Award. 

Rosemary is a former elementary 
school teacher and was one of 
California’s first mentor teachers. 
She is also the recipient of the Silicon 
Valley Woman of Achievement 
Award and the recipient of the 
Distinguished Alumnus recognition 
from Louisiana State University.

HOW TO BE AN  
EFFECTIVE AND SUCCESSFUL TEACHER

Harry and Rosemary Wong, Ed. Ds 

At the Wong’s request, tables with bottled water and packaged snacks will be set up in the main 
lobby for breaks on Friday. 

A limited number of THE First Days of School, written by the Wongs, will be available for $20 in the 
main upper lobby. 
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THE FIRST FIVE MINUTES
You can start class immediately

with respect, care, and procedures.

The bell has rung, and the students are still walking into the room. They wander around, talking to 
each other, talk or text on their cell phones, get their hair brushes out to groom themselves, and 
exchange a little playful punch—which then escalates into an argument, and maybe even a fight.

At which point, the teacher says, “The bell has rung. Would you all please sit down?”

No action.

“The bell has rung to start class. Sit down, please.”

No action.

“What’s the matter with this class? The bell has rung! Sit down, right now!”

Some action. The students sit down.

Why? Not because they respect the teacher, but because the students have the teacher trained. They 
know not to sit down until the teacher yells at them. That’s the signal to sit down.

And this is repeated, day after day, period after period, always ending with the same result: 
frustration and anger.

The teacher then takes attendance, and everyone sits around waiting for the task to finish. This takes 
up another two to three minutes. After five minutes have been wasted, class starts. Finally.

If five minutes are wasted per classroom period, this translates to thirty minutes for a six-period school 
day. Multiplying that by a 180-day school year equates to one month of school learning wasted 
each year. Multiply that by twelve years of schooling, and one full year of instruction is completely 
lost during a student’s lifetime at school.

And that’s a conservative estimate. Shirley Hord, Southwest Educational Development Laboratory in 
Texas, discovered that three to seventeen minutes are wasted at the beginning of each class period 
each school year. That is, from the time the first student enters the classroom until instruction actually 
begins, wasted time can range from 9 percent to 32 percent of total class time, which is one-third of 
school time lost.

No one would tolerate wasting even a fraction of this time waiting in line at a supermarket or theater. 
At school, wasted time should be totally unacceptable.
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IT’S ALL IN HOW YOU START
Effective teachers use procedures and have trained their students to follow those procedures 
automatically so that class starts immediately and efficiently.

1. The teacher greets students at the door.
2. Students go through their start of class routine.
3. They sit in their assigned seats.
4. They look at the agenda.
5. They begin the opening assignment.

While students are preparing for class and beginning their opening assignments, the teacher is 
taking attendance or doing whatever housekeeping tasks are needed. At the end of five minutes, 
instruction begins. 

Here are examples we have collected of how some effective secondary and elementary school 
teachers start various classes. They describe how they maximize the crucial first five minutes.
 

EXAMPLES FROM SECONDARY TEACHERS
Orchestra
When my students walk in the room, they retrieve their music and instruments and are in their seats 
with all required supplies when the bell rings. 

I have three class managers who help me with classroom procedures. One leads body warm-ups 
when the bell rings. While body warm-ups are going on, another class manager checks attendance 
(I also enter attendance into the grade book at this time). After warm-ups, the students have their 
instruments ready for tuning. 

The third class manager leads tuning. I walk around to check if students have supplies on hand while 
this is happening. I also help students who are having tuning or instrument problems at this time. Our 
warm-ups and tuning are done in eight minutes. Everyone is then ready to start our music. 
  Nile Wilson
  San Antonio, Texas

Science
I have a procedure for entering the classroom:

1. Pick up handouts
2. Be seated
3. Begin the bellwork

 

Professional Growth Keynote Address
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM CONT.
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When students walk in the door, they go to the shelf where the papers they will need for the class 
period are stored. Papers are picked up and students find their seats. The daily agenda, objective, 
and bellwork assignment are always posted. Students know they are to begin working on the 
bellwork assignment. When they finish, they work on something else or wait quietly.

During this time, I take attendance and return papers (or a student helper returns papers). When I can 
see that most students have completed the bellwork, I begin speaking. “Thank you for coming in and 
getting to work. If you are still working, please continue as I tell you the agenda, ‘the game plan,’ for 
today.” I point to the posted agenda and verbally repeat it. If papers have been returned to them, I 
use this time to give feedback on the assignment, and then we start the day.  
  Karen Rogers (Karen specializes in challenging students—at-risk, SPED, and ELL)
  Olathe, Kansas

Language Arts
The students walk in, take their assigned seats, read the agenda and bellwork on the projected 
Protopage, and immediately go to work. A student who has been absent checks the make-up work 
folder. During this time, I do the necessary housekeeping tasks, such as submitting attendance, and 
checking and collecting the homework. After the bellwork, we start class. The process takes three to 
five minutes—five minutes when I have homework to check.
  Oretha Ferguson
  Fort Smith, Arkansas

Physical Education
The students come to PE, change into their PE attire, and “Start Walking.” No one tells them what to 
do; they know the procedure. This procedure is repeated every day.
  Steve Geiman and colleagues
  Waynesboro, Virginia

Communication Arts
In five minutes, students walk into the room; retrieve their interactive notebooks; review the agenda, 
learning target, and essential question for the day (written on the whiteboard); and then, journal write 
to the prompt on the Smartboard.

Journal prompts often ask them to think about an idea connected to what we are learning about 
that day. After the five minutes (a timer is used), I often call on a few students to share their writing to 
begin instruction.
  Brandy Hackett
  Moberly, Missouri

Professional Growth Keynote Address
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM CONT.

PROFESSIONAL KEYNOTE



 40  |

EXAMPLES FROM ELEMENTARY TEACHERS
First Grade
My first grade students enter the classroom and begin a series of morning opening procedures: 
backpacks, home learning folder, lunch and snack money, notes, and morning assignment. During 
this time, I take the attendance; they listen to the principal’s message; and they recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance. I can’t stress enough how important procedures and routines are. Many people do not 
believe that young children can follow procedures and routines. My classroom is proof that it works.
  Maureen Conley
  Central Islip, New York
Third Grade
When the bell rings, I greet my students on the blacktop. I walk past each one saying comments like, 
“I am glad to see you” and “We’re going to have a great day.” We walk to our classroom, where 
I welcome them inside. We greet each other at the door with a handshake and eye contact, saying 
“Good morning.” It’s a great way to start the day, showing respect for one another and making 
everyone feel welcomed to our classroom.

Once students enter, they do their morning duties of unpacking, taking attendance, and turning in 
homework. Then they start the bellwork assignment on the board. Our morning runs efficiently, and 
the day is off to a great start!
  Sarah Jondahl
  Brentwood, California

First Grade
When the bell rings, I stand at the door greeting my students. I say, “Good morning,” to each of my 
students, including their name in the greeting. As students walk in, there is Disney music playing and 
the procedures posted on the board stating: unpack and turn in work, sharpen pencils, get breakfast, 
start morning work. During this, I am documenting attendance and lunch count.

I also watch student behavior. If I see someone looking sad, I make sure I approach them and say 
good morning again, and ask them if everything is okay. We then listen to announcements.
I have used this since Day One of my teaching experience, and it has worked extremely well.
  Janelle Papazian
  Phoenix, Arizona

Fifth Grade English Language Arts
I teach three separate sections of fifth grade English Language Arts at a Catholic elementary 
school. Each section or homeroom consists of 30 students, and I have the students in my classroom 
for 90 minutes every day. Having a set routine at the beginning of each class period allows me 
uninterrupted time to complete my daily housekeeping tasks, as well as walk around my classroom 
and check the students’ homework.
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When students enter my classroom, their daily Bell Ringer is projected on my Promethean Board. 
The students are to take out their agendas and copy down their homework. Students then place their 
homework assignments from the previous night on their desks. If the homework is not completed, 
they are to complete a missing assignment slip. Next, students work on their daily oral language or 
reading comprehension assignment. Following this, students silently read their independent reading 
books until the lesson begins (in a few minutes).   
  Megan Toujouse  
  Covington, Louisiana

Sixth Grade Science
I greet my students at the door as they are walking into the room. I have found that this is the best time 
for me to address their non-classroom-related concerns, rather than it being done during instructional 
time. Upon entering the classroom, the students read our Do-Now Board, which always has our daily 
task and any materials they may need to pick up at the front work bench. They also complete their 
task and/or lab notebook and take out all supplies needed for class: lab notebook, writing utensil, 
homework, etc. During this time, I am taking attendance.

Everything in the classroom has a procedure and the students know how to carry out our daily tasks 
within the first five minutes. Having an orderly system and procedures in place has really helped my 
students to focus on learning for the day!
  Cristina Bianchi
  Providence, Rhode Island

Preschool Special Education
I teach preschool special education with eight special needs students and four typical developing 
students—12 students, three to five years old. The special needs students are greeted by classroom 
assistants off the bus, car, or van into the school, and escorted into the hallway via the bathroom. 
Students take off their coats and book bags and place them on a chair. The teacher helps students 
with their bathroom needs. When students are finished, they pick up their coat and book bag, hold it 
in front of them, and walk down the hallway with the teacher in front of the line.
Once students enter the classroom, they place their coat and book bag into their cubby. There are 
three centers where students are initially able to go to:

1. Art table
2. Sandbox
3. Carpet area

All other centers are closed. Four students are assigned to go to a center for five to seven minutes. 
During this time, I check each book bag, write quick notes to parents, and take attendance.

A timer (or when the red is all gone) is used to signal transition to the next center. My students have 
all learned transition procedures.
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Once the timer sounds or the “Red is all gone,” students can move to other centers: book center, 
role play, art center, etc. Students like going to a center and staying there for five to seven minutes. 
Students stay in the centers and do not wander around the room because the classroom environment 
is organized and structured. Students are engaged the minute they arrive in the classroom in an 
orderly fashion, until they are dismissed.
   Robin Barlak
  Parma, Ohio

Fourth Grade
As my students enter with breakfast in hand, they are greeted and receive pencils. Students unpack 
homework, copy assignments into their agenda, and complete Morning Work as they eat. Next, 
students discard breakfast trash and visit the bathroom. Then, students read the Morning Message 
and answer the daily problem. Back at their desks, students review and turn in the morning work, 
clear their desks, and read a book of choice.

By this time, students are listening to announcements. Students know to go directly to the rug and 
sit in a circle for our Morning Meeting as soon as the announcements are over. These routines and 
procedures provide students with a safe and predictable environment. Every second of every minute 
is purposeful.
  Patricia Candies
  St. Rose, Louisiana

Fifth Grade
I have begun each morning the same way since my very first day of teaching five years ago. I plan 
each morning the previous afternoon with a new schedule, a daily “I Can,” and make sure my 
bellringer is changed and ready so students can immediately come in and get on task.

My first key ingredient to a good morning is music (classical, “The Piano Guys”). I then stand at the 
door to greet students. As students work, I check attendance and prepare for my first lesson of the 
day! This is also a great time to walk around and make sure students seem visibly OK, and if not, 
I give a hug and kind words. Remember, the day is early and, as their teacher, you can make it 
brighter.
  Amanda Brooks
  Dyersburg, Tennessee

Second Grade
I learned at Ball State University to have a plan put into place for the first five minutes of class, 
the most crucial part of beginning a successful day of learning. When the bell rings at 8:20 each 
morning and students are released to enter my classroom, I immediately meet them at the door to 
greet each one. This makes them feel welcome and invited to their learning environment. As they enter 
the classroom, they are met with a morning message on my easel giving them short and “to the point” 
steps on what to do when they enter. The first step is to hang their coats and backpacks up in their 
lockers, ensuring they have their “take home” folder in hand. Next is to find their seat, put their folder 
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in their desk, get two pencils out, and sharpen them (if needed). Then, they know to quietly sit and 
begin working on their morning work/bellwork activity. I always have this out ready on their desks 
each morning. 

Once they finish, they choose a book from the book bag on their chair and read silently until I give 
them further directions. Planning and posting the steps that students need to take each morning, 
greeting them at the door, and having a bellwork assignment for them to work on when they arrive 
can make for a great morning, and wonderful day of learning.
  Kasey Oetting 
  Muncie, Indiana

Third Grade
As my third graders walk into our classroom, they say “Good Morning” to everyone, then put down 
their book bags. They proceed to read their morning message, the outcomes for the day, and their 
bellwork. They take their own attendance in Active Inspire, complete their bellwork, and eat their 
breakfast. While they are doing this, I can take care of other teacher duties, such as collecting notes/
money or passing out office notes. I cannot visualize my classroom functioning without procedures 
and routines. Students need consistency and structure.
  Tiffany Landrum
  St. Rose, Louisiana

How to teach all of these techniques can be found in  
THE Classroom Management Book 

(www.EffectiveTeaching.com)

PLEASE SHARE YOUR “FIRST FIVE MINUTES” WITH US
Tell us:
• what you do, specifying the steps you use,
• the grade level you teach,
• the subjects you teach,
• where you teach, and
• anything else you wish to share

Send your story, along with a photo or two, if you wish, to
 Harry and Rosemary Wong
 HWong@HarryWong.com and RWong@HarryWong.com

Thank you for improving the teaching profession and student achievement with effective practices!
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PREPARATION AND CONSISTENCY ARE KEY— 
A MOTHER’S ADVICE

I have been using what the Wongs teach for nearly 20 years. I instilled some of the most important 
and useful tips in my daughter, Rhiannon. The Wong concepts that Rhiannon used made her student 
teaching experience, and her first year of teaching, enjoyable for both herself and her students. They 
have earned Rhiannon excellent evaluations from her supervisors.

Here are some of those tips
1. Know what you want your students to do from the moment they arrive in the morning until 

they leave your classroom in the afternoon. Plan procedures for every situation you can think 
of, such as entering the room; unpacking; morning assignments; lunch count; transitioning 
from one subject to another; rotating in learning stations; turning in homework and classwork; 
going through the lunch line; hallway procedures; and packing up to go home. Have your 
management plan thought out and written down before the first day of school so that you are 
ready to present, model, and practice.

2. Show students what each procedure looks like and what it shouldn’t look like. Rehearse them 
until students have the procedures down pat. Be prepared to revisit and re-practice periodically 
throughout the year, especially after extended vacations such as winter and spring breaks. 
Don’t be afraid to tweak a procedure if it isn’t working the way you envisioned.

3. Create an atmosphere of mutual respect and comradery in your classroom through morning 
meetings. Model cooperation and respect towards your students, their parents, and to your 
own supervisors.

4. Read The First Days of School and follow the Wongs’ advice and methods. Reread the book 
(I have read it several times) because it will remind you of possible scenarios that you may have 
forgotten or not thought of at all that necessitate having a procedure in place.

5. Rethink your procedures as you gain experience or change grade levels. Procedures may need 
to be tweaked for different groups of children and different grades or ages of children.

6. Be consistent with your procedures and expectations. CONSISTENCY IS THE KEY TO 
SUCCESS.

I have read some of Rhiannon’s evaluations and all of her supervisors have been very complimentary 
of her classroom management. Her student-teaching supervisor even commented that the second-
grade class in which she student taught was better behaved at the end of her student teaching than 
when she began.

Her current principal commented that her classroom management skills far exceed those of many 
seasoned teachers. She teaches fifth grade at Price’s Fork Elementary in Blacksburg, Virginia.
It’s all due to having a classroom management plan and taking the time to have the students practice 
until it becomes automatic.
  Tena Hubble
  Oak Point Elementary School
  Marion, Virginia

PROFESSIONAL KEYNOTE
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PREPARATION AND CONSISTENCY ARE KEY— 
A DAUGHTER’S REFLECTION

I have just ended my first year of teaching, and I would like to reflect on what made it such a success. 
When I first decided to become a teacher, my mother, a veteran educator, urged me to take courses. 
One of my professors required THE First Days of School for a classroom management course. Because 
I saw what my mother did as a teacher, I always knew that classroom management was the most 
important characteristic of an effective educator.

Likewise, as a first-year teacher, I knew that classroom management was the one thing that most new 
teachers struggle with. I knew that students thrive on consistency and routine, so planning my first year, 
and especially the first few weeks of teaching, was critical.

I used a strong (well-organized) classroom management plan because I have a very busy classroom, 
full of transitions that are made easy by the routines we have practiced and mastered. Each transition is 
the same; however, I play a different chime to indicate which activity we’re transitioning to. We’ve also 
rehearsed until we mastered which materials to take out for each study topic.

These are some typical procedures from my classroom MANAGEMENT plan:
I. Greeting: I greet each of my students as they enter my classroom. Near the door, I have the morning 

routine posted, so they know to do these things each day:
A. Unpack their book bags
B. Turn in their ELO (Evening Learning Opportunity) into the proper subject pocket
C. Move their name to the appropriate choice for lunch on the SmartBoard
D. Place a chair at their desk
E. Go to their leadership job and breakfast 

II. Start of the Day Routine: When students return to the classroom, this is how they begin the day:
A. Review the morning routine on the SmartBoard, which includes a thinking point and activity
B. Complete their work
C. Choose a book to read quietly from the containers on their group tables. The books are 

appropriate reading level fiction and nonfiction, tailored to their individual interests, and are 
changed every two weeks or so. 

III. Morning Meeting: Morning Meeting usually lasts 20 minutes and is meant to be quick and to the 
point to keep students engaged. This is the general format:
A. A short classroom greeting students do together
B. The morning routine that I read out loud
C. Discussing the thinking point
D. Reviewing the daily schedule
E. An activity that gets students up and moving 

Professional Growth Keynote Address
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM CONT.
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These are some typical procedures from my classroom INSTRUCTION plan:
I. Transitions: Students prepare for the next task by following these steps.

A. I review the supplies they need to get out when they reach their desks.
B. The students repeat the supply list back to me.
C. I set an alarm for an appropriate time (one to two minutes).
D. As students move to their desks to get out materials, I also prepare my materials and display 

them under the document camera.
E. When the alarm goes off, every student has their materials out, hands on their heads, lips 

together, and eyes on me. 

II. Language Arts Instruction: I teach Listen to Reading using a modified Daily 5 of four 30-minute 
blocks consisting of these parts:
A. Word work
B. Work on writing
C. Read to self
D. Small group instruction 

I allow a clean-up time between Language Arts and Special Activities. When students hear the timer, 
they know to clean up, and then wait quietly, hands on their heads, looking at me, for the next set of 
instructions.

These are SPECIAL ACTIVITIES for when we leave the classroom:
I. Walking in a Line:

A. All students face the same direction
B. Keep one pace behind the student in front of them
C. No leaning or rubbing against the wall as they walk
D. Keep their hands to themselves
E. Walk quietly 

Upon returning from our Special Activity, we have about ten minutes before lunch to do our 
midday routine.

II. Midday Routine: I set an alarm for the amount of time we have before lunch for the students to do 
these things:
A. Check their binder
B. Get out their math materials to prepare for math, which follows lunch
C. Complete any unfinished work from earlier in the day
D. Wait for lunch instructions when the alarm goes off 

Professional Growth Keynote Address
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM CONT.

PROFESSIONAL KEYNOTE
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Professional Growth Keynote Address
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM CONT.

III. Math: This follows immediately after lunch. Another fifth-grade teacher and I share some students, 
so as soon as they enter my classroom, the ones who transition to the other class take their 
materials and line up, waiting for the signal to walk to the other room. Once they depart, we start 
math.
A. Warm Up Word Problem: A problem that directly relates to previously learned content. 

Students have five minutes to read the problem and work it out in their notebook.
B. Review Word Problem: We then spend five minutes working it out together.
C. Interactive Notebook: Students know to open their notebook to a fresh page or to the page 

we will be looking at or adding to. Because the interactive notebook involves foldables and 
manipulatives that students need to cut and/or glue in, we quietly cut and glue as needed.

D. Direct Instruction: Whole group instruction for about 15 minutes
E. Fifteen-Minute Mini Rotations: We then split up and do three mini-rotations consisting of a 

computer center, seat work, and a group with me for further practice or remediation. 

IV. End of the Day Routine: Students do these things before they go home:
A. Write their homework and daily points in their planner
B. Check for mail to take home
C. Pack up their book bags
D. Stack up their chairs
E. Stand quietly by their desks waiting for the dismissal bell to ring 

I can’t say that all of these procedures were my ideas because THE First Days of School, my mother, 
and other teachers I have had the privilege to work with and read about have helped me tremendously.

I am very pleased that my students have performed well and met 75 percent and 70 percent for reading 
and math, respectively, in the standardized state assessments for achievement in the state of Virginia.

Although I feel my first year has been extremely successful, I’m already geared up with new ideas 
and so excited about my second year of teaching! I know this is my calling in life, and I am so thrilled 
to help shape the students that will lead our future.
  Rhiannon H. Richards
  Price’s Fork Elementary School
  Blacksburg, Virginia

HARRY AND ROSEMARY WONG ARE HAPPY TO SHARE THIS 
MOTHER-DAUGHTER STORY 

How to implement these procedures and many more are all explained in THE First Days of School: 
How to Be an Effective Teacher and THE Classroom Management Book.
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Wisconsin Lutheran State Teachers’ Conference offers professional growth certificates. If you need 
a certificate for your professional portfolio, for documentation of clock hours for renewal of a 
Minnesota teaching license, or proof of attendance for the conference, our WLSTC Professional 
Growth Certificate will meet your needs. Note that at this time the state of Wisconsin Department of 
Public Instruction does not recognize clock hours as a means to renew a Wisconsin teaching license. 
We strongly encourage recent graduates of Martin Luther College to use these clock hours for the 
renewal of their Minnesota license. 

A certificate can be granted as follows:
• for attendance only on Thursday, October 25 (5.0 clock hours)
• for attendance only on Friday, October 26 (4.0 clock hours)
• for attendance on both Thursday and Friday, October 25-26 (9.0 clock hours)

When you registered for the conference, you had the opportunity to request a certificate. Please pick 
up your certificate at the end of conference on Friday. Certificates will be distributed after the closing 
devotion on Friday in front of the stage in the auditorium. (Thursday-only participants can pick their 
certificates up at the end of conference on Thursday at the Courtesy Table.)

If you did not request a certificate via registration or your certificate needs have changed, please stop 
at the Courtesy Table for a form to be completed before you leave the conference. We cannot issue 
professional growth certificates requested after the close of the conference on Friday, October 26.

If you have any questions, please contact Tim Kassulke, WLSTC chairman, at 920-262-8501, via 
email at tim.kassulke@smlswatertown.com, or see him at the Courtesy Table.

 PROFESSIONAL GROWTH CERTIFICATES

Professional Growth Certificates
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The Registry
The Registry is Wisconsin’s recognition system for the child care and education profession. It acknowledges and 
highlights the training, experience, and professionalism that are vital for quality care and education. Members of the 
conference who make use of The Registry can receive documentation through certificates verifying their attendance 
at the conference keynotes and sectionals that they attend. Please note that receiving documentation through The 
Registry is pending their approval. The Registry is an excellent resource for storing the documentation as well as 
receiving professional development that has been approved by The Registry.

IN ORDER TO RECEIVE CREDIT THROUGH THE REGISTRY:

þ	DONE: Check The Registry box during WLSTC registration and pay the $8 fee.
¨ NOW: A WLSTC representative will request approval for each individual attendee’s specific sectional  
 choices, then personalize a certificate, and e-mail it to each individual following the conference.
¨ NEXT: Each individual must send the certificate to The Registry to apply it to the individual’s account.

Questions can be directed to WLSTC Secretary Phil Krueger: pkrueger@wi.rr.com.

Additional information on The Registry can be found at www.the-registry.org or 608-222-1123.

 THE REGISTRY
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WLSTC Service Rotation .

CONFERENCE 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Fox Valley Banner & Flowers Anniversary Ushers Parking Refreshments

Illinois Audit Anniversary Parking

Kettle Moraine Take Down Audit Banner & Flowers Anniversary Ushers

Lakeside Elections Take Down Audit Banner & Flowers Anniversary

Luther Banner & Flowers Ushers

Manitowoc Thank You Elections Take Down Audit Banner & Flowers

Northland Refreshments Thank You Elections Take Down Audit

Shoreland Parking Refreshments Thank You Elections Take Down

Winnebago Ushers Parking Refreshments Thank You Elections

Wisconsin Anniversary Ushers Parking Refreshments Thank You

Set-Up Set-Up Set-Up Set-Up Set-Up

CONFERENCE 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Fox Valley Thank You Elections Take Down Audit Banner & Flowers

Illinois Thank You Take Down

Kettle Moraine Parking Refreshments Thank You Elections Take Down

Lakeside Ushers Parking Refreshments Thank You Elections

Luther Refreshments Elections Audit

Manitowoc Anniversary Ushers Parking Refreshments Thank You

Northland Banner & Flowers Anniversary Ushers Parking Refreshments

Shoreland Audit Banner & Flowers Anniversary Ushers Parking

Winnebago Take Down Audit Banner & Flowers Anniversary Ushers

Wisconsin Elections Take Down Audit Banner & Flowers Anniversary

Set-Up Set-Up Set-Up Set-Up Set-Up
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WLSTC Minutes 2017
Wisconsin Lutheran State Teachers’ Conference

Wisconsin Lutheran High School, Milwaukee

THURSDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 26, 2017

The 145th gathering of the Wisconsin Lutheran State Teachers’ Conference began at 8:30 a.m. with 
Chairman Tim Kassulke welcoming all in attendance. It was also announced that the worship folder 
begins on p.18 of the conference booklet. The pages are numbered separately. The offering has been 
designated for the Wartburg Project. 

Parking reminders were given.

Chairman Kassulke introduced Pastor David Kolander of Christ the Lord Lutheran Church in 
Brookfield. Pastor Kolander is president of the Southeast Wisconsin District of WELS. Opening 
worship was based on the theme “Sola Gratia, Sola Fide, Sola Scriptura,” based on Romans 
3:21-28. Pastor Kolander reminded us of the 3 Rs of the Reformation: revelation in God’s Word, 
redemption by grace through Baptism and blood, and righteousness from God that takes away sin 
and justifies us through faith. These 3 Rs will set our teaching tone for the year rooted in the gospel.

Following the service, Chairman Kassulke thanked Pastor Kolander for his message and organist 
Mandy Treder, St. John’s, Wauwatosa, and the brass choir for leading us in worship. 

Chairman Kassulke introduced Phil Leyrer from Wisconsin Lutheran High School. Principal Leyrer 
welcomed the assembly. He reminded us of the partnership of gifts and service we have together. 

Due to the vice chairman of the conference taking a call out of the conference, ballots were passed 
out to gather nominations of a male teacher for vice chairman.

A break was announced at 9:25 a.m. The conference will resume with reports at 9:45 a.m.

The conference reconvened at 9:45 a.m. NPH has five hundred copies of the new English Heritage 
Version of the Bible available free to attendees who fill out information. 

Kris Snyder, our conference coordinator, can be found at the Courtesy Table to assist with questions.

The report from the Commission on Lutheran Schools was given by Mr. Tom Plitzuweit and Mrs. Cindi 
Holman. Tom Plitzuweit gave a slideshow highlighting several areas of his written report found on pp. 
50-53. “Telling the Next Generation: Utilizing our Schools for Outreach” was developed to assist 
in this manner, over eight hundred have attended workshops thus far. Teacher evaluation forms are 
going away and will be replaced with a ministerial growth evaluation process. This online process 
will be rolled out for the 2018-2019 school year. Al Bitter will be working with teachers wanting more 
information about the changes in licensure in Wisconsin. New Teacher Induction mentors were thanked. 
District support members for the three Wisconsin districts were introduced for schools and early 
childhood. June 25-29 of 2019 will be a joint conference at the Kalahari Center. Call season begins 
November 1. Each active worker can receive two calls per calling season with six weeks between 
calls. WELS Resource Center tools were shared with a reminder to update your profile. Tom Plitzuweit 
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and Cindi Holman awarded initial WELSSA accreditation to the following WLSTC schools: Christ, 
Big Bend, WI; Lord and Savior, Crystal Lake, IL; St. Jacobi, Greenfield, WI; St. Paul, Lake Mills, WI; 
Jerusalem, Morton Grove, IL; Trinity, Neenah, WI; St. John-St. James, Reedsville, WI; St. John’s, Two 
Rivers, WI. Congratulations were given to all. 129 schools are now accredited in WELS.

Chairman Kassulke thanked Craig Winkler and the Program Committee for all of their work. Keep 
them in your prayers and fill out the survey. Volunteer and volunteer others as we now have a short 
time to prepare for the change in dates and scope of the conference.

Other announcements were made. Service rotations are listed on p. 51. The Shoreland Conference is 
in charge of elections. We will be electing a vice president, two male Program Committee members, 
and one female committee member. NPH will have extended evening hours. Professional growth 
certificates for today only will be available at the Courtesy Table at 3:45 p.m. Thursday and Friday 
certificates will be handed out following the closing service on Friday. These certificates cannot 
be mailed out later. Forms for certificates are available if you forgot to request one. The Registry 
information is on page 49. Contact Phil Krueger with questions.

Chairman Kassulke introduced Professor Joel Otto. Professor Otto serves at Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary and on the Commission on Lutheran Schools and Commission on Worship. Pastor Otto 
presented our conference spiritual growth keynote address, “Luther Transforms Education.” Luther 
was God’s man at God’s time. He put his finger on the real problem: How are we saved? Luther 
transformed education by stressing the need for all people to be able to read, learn, and live the 
saving message of the gospel to give certainty to the troubled soul.

Following this presentation, Chairman Kassulke dismissed the assembly to lunch.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 26, 2017

Devotion began at 1:00 p.m. led by Reverend Joel Zank of Mt. Olive, Appleton. Pastor Zank is 
president of the Northern Wisconsin District of WELS. His devotion was based on Hebrews 4:12 and 
carried the theme “By Scripture Alone.” Sola scriptura causes us to confess and teach only what is in 
Scripture. God’s living and active Word compels us! Organist Mandy Treder, St. John’s, Wauwatosa, 
again accompanied worship.

Following devotion Pastor Zank was thanked. Elections were then held for conference vice chairman. 

The assembly was dismissed to the afternoon workshops that began at 1:30 p.m. and 2:45 p.m. The 
afternoon session ended at 3:45 p.m.

FRIDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 27, 2017

Chairman Tim Kassulke called the assembly to order at 8:15 a.m. and introduced Pastor James 
Huebner, Grace, Milwaukee, and first vice president of the WELS as our devotion leader. Pastor 
Huebner led us in the devotion “By Grace Alone.” When people want to know about my faith, it is 
by grace alone that we begin all answers of what we believe. We do nothing to gain our salvation 
because we were dead in sin; God alone brings us to a life of faith in Christ. Tell everyone you know 
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that God does everything for salvation. The devotion was based on Ephesians 2:8,9 and was 
accompanied by organist Mandy Treder, St. John’s, Wauwatosa. 

Pastor Huebner was thanked for his devotion. 

Following devotion, the following announcements were made.

The survey will go online at noon and is very important to the conference. Do not be shy to nominate 
yourself for a position or presentation. 

Thanks were given to those completing their term of service: Linda Bauman, Holly Dannecker, 
and Ben Washburn for their service on the Program Committee and Tim Zunker for his service as 
treasurer. Tim Kassulke will remain beyond his term as chairman until a newly elected vice chairman 
takes over next year. 

Results of the online voting were given with thanks to the Northland Conference for serving as the 
election committee. Those elected to were:
Female Program Committee—to three-year terms: Hannah Mueller, Anna Bartsch, and Deb Wittig 
Male Program Committee—to a three-year term: Nate Dittrich
Treasurer—Brian Mensching

Craig Winkler will be contacting members of the Program Committee about the day and timing of 
the Program Committee meeting.

The assembly was reminded that the 2018 conference will be held on October 25 and 26 at 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School in Milwaukee. The Friday conference will not include sectionals to 
make full use of Harry and Rosemary Wong. 

Professor John Meyer presented information on WELS continuing education offered through MLC. 
He asked us to look at information found on pp. 70-71. He also shared a 2017 master’s degree 
program video.

Individuals celebrating 25- and 40-year anniversaries were recognized. Individual names are listed 
in the conference booklet on p. 59. 

Takedown will be led by the Manitowoc Lutheran High principal’s conference. 

Justin Gut was elected as vice chairman of the conference.

Chairman Kassulke introduced the educational keynote speaker Jeff Wiechmann. Jeff serves as vice 
president for academics at Martin Luther College and spoke on the topic “Supervision of Instruction: 
Keep Calm and (?).” Instruction and the supervision of instruction are important areas of growth. 
Change is bringing us to the era of instructional leadership that is more collaborative and intentional. 
How we do this will change as we grow in ministry and as a synod.

WLSTC NEWS

WLSTC Minutes 2017CONT. 
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The offering taken during the opening worship service was designated for the Wartburg Project’s 
production of the English Heritage Version of the Bible. The offering totaled $2980.50.

Chairman Kassulke dismissed the assembly for workshops, 10:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m. The session 
adjourned until closing devotion at 1:00 p.m.

FRIDAY CLOSING, OCTOBER 27, 2017 

The closing devotion was given by Reverend Brett Brauer, Trinity, Watertown. Pastor Brauer is also the 
second vice president of the Western Wisconsin District of WELS. The theme of the devotion was “By 
Faith Alone.” God’s Word is the power of our salvation. Pastor Brauer reminded us that this power 
has worked and still works in us. Foolishness to others, a delight to us—his messengers. This is our 
righteousness from God. The words of Scripture upon which the devotion was based are found in 
Romans 1:16,17. 

Chairman Kassulke gave final announcements prior to our closing devotion. He also thanked all for 
their attendance and ministry.

The conference adjourned after the closing devotion at 1:16 p.m.

WLSTC Minutes 2017cont. 
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WLSTC Financial Report 2017

 WLSTC NEWS

BEGINNING BALANCE .........................................................................................................$31,669.04 

INCOME

 REGISTRATIONS ......................................................................................................... $72,494.68   
 TABLE RENTALS.................................................................................................................2,485.00  
 ADS ....................................................................................................................................1,580.00  
 OFFERING .........................................................................................................................2,980.50

TOTAL INCOME .......................................................................................................................$111,209.22 

EXPENSES

 OFFERING ...................................................................................................................... $2,980.50 
 SECTIONALS ............................................................................................................... (10,575.00) 
 COPIES ............................................................................................................................... (763.09) 
 MILEAGE/TRAVEL EXPENSES ...................................................................................... (5,851.07) 
 SUBSTITUTES .................................................................................................................. (1,596.31) 
 CONFERENCE COORDINATION ............................................................................ (16,565.00) 
 CONFERENCE BOOKLET, BANNERS, AND SUPPLIES .......................................... (12,282.51) 
 NAME BADGES ................................................................................................................. (512.94) 
 WORSHIP ........................................................................................................................... (675.00) 
 SNACKS ......................................................................................................................... (12,141.26) 
 TECHNOLOGY—WEBSITE AND ONLINE REGISTRATION ....................................(1,852.00) 
 USE OF WLHS ............................................................................................................... (6,500.00) 
 TABLE RENTALS...............................................................................................................(1,254.50)

TOTAL EXPENSES ....................................................................................................................$(73,549.18)

ENDING BALANCE .................................................................................................................$37,660.04

FINANCIAL REVIEW
The Manitowoc Lutheran High School Principals’ Conference oversaw the review of the 2017 financial records of the 
Wisconsin Lutheran State Teachers’ Conference in the summer of 2018. The records were found to be in good order. 
The Northland Lutheran High School Principals’ Conference will review the 2018 financial records in Summer 2019.

We thank the Manitowoc Lutheran High School Principals’ Conference for carrying out the audit for all of us. We 
thank Mr. Tim Zunker for his faithful and accurate financial record keeping on behalf of our conference (and for 
stepping back into the role after Brian Mensching accepted a call).

Timothy J. Kassulke, WLSTC Chairman
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WLSTC Committee Members
CONFERENCE PRESIDENT
Tim Kassulke (2017)
S: 920-262-8501
tntkassulke@att.net
St. Mark’s Lutheran School, Watertown, WI

CONFERENCE VICE PRESIDENT
Justin Gut (2021)
Cell: 414-745-1526 
jgut@trinitywels.com
Trinity Lutheran School, Waukesha, WI  

CONFERENCE SECRETARY
Phil Krueger (2019)
S: 414-281-7808
pkrueger@wi.rr.com
Word of Life Lutheran School, Milwaukee, WI

CONFERENCE TREASURER
Tim Zunker (2017)
S: 920-923-6313
tzunker@faithlutheranfdl.org
Faith Lutheran School, Fond du Lac, WI

WLSTC CONFERENCE COORDINATOR
Kris Snyder
414-527-6854
Kris.snyder@wels.net

WLSTC WEBMASTER
Tim Mueller
S: 262-786-2901
mueller.tp@gmail.com
webmaster@wlstc.org
Star of Bethlehem Lutheran School, New Berlin, WI

WLHS FACILITIES COORDINATOR
Dave Baacke 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School
S: 414-453-4567
Dave.baacke@wlhs.org 

WLSTC PROGRAM DESIGN
Diahann Lohr, Adunate Word & Design
920-261-5519
di@adunate.com

PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Craig Winkler (2018), Co-Chairman
S: 262-582-3010 (ext. 200)
crgwinkler23@gmail.com
St. Peter’s Lutheran School, Helenville, WI

Matt Nottling (2018) Co-Chairman
S: 920-262-8501 (ext. 327)
matt.nottling@smlswatertown.com
St. Mark’s Lutheran School, Watertown, WI

Katie Szczepaniak (2018)
S: 920-494-9113
szczepkm@stmarkpartners.org
St. Mark Lutheran School, De Pere, WI

Heidi Groth (2019)
S: 608-786-1250
hgroth@christstjohns.org
Christ St. John’s Lutheran School, West Salem, WI

Lisa Radue (2019)
S: 920-648-2918
lradue@att.net
St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Lake Mills, WI

Paul Schulz (2019)
S: 920-758-3419
pschulz@sjln.org
St. John Lutheran School, Manitowoc, WI

Anna Bartsch (2020)
Cell: 414-305-1968
albartsch2000@gmail.com
Mt. Lebanon Lutheran School, Milwaukee, WI 

Nate Dittrich (2020)
Cell: 404-441-9371
ndittrich@diedforme.org 
Immanuel Lutheran School, Medford, WI 

Hannah Mueller (2020)
S: 715-421-3634 (ext. 15)
gumby1286@hotmail.com 
St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Wisconsin Rapids, WI
 

Deb Wittig (2020)
S: 262-673-3811 (ext. 206)
dwittig@peacehartford.org 
Peace Lutheran School, Hartford, W
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Congratulations to those celebrating an anniversary 
in the ministry. We thank you for your many years 
of faithful service!

25 Years
Dawn Barenz, St. Paul’s, Mt. Calvary
Diana Bormann, Trinity, West Bend
Rob Dusseau, Risen Savior, Milwaukee
Paul Frisque, St. Jacobi, Greenfield
Kurt Gosdeck, St. Mark, Green Bay
Michael Hinds, St Peter’s, Fond du Lac
Beth Messman, St. John’s, Two Rivers
Peter Micheel, St. Mark, Eau Claire
Betty Mihlbauer, Lambs of Christ, Pewaukee
Rebecca Miller, St. Paul’s, North Fond du Lac
Scott Nerby, St. Paul, Tomah
Jessica Neumann, St. John’s, Mukwonago
Lisa Radue, St. Paul, Lake Mills
Drew Retzlaff, Immanuel, Greenville
Pat Scheibe, Mount Calvary, Waukesha
Tim Zunker, Faith, Fond du Lac

40 Years
Robert Buschkopf, St John’s, Milwaukee
Renee Geiger, St. Stephen, Beaver Dam
Vicki Hensler, St. Stephen, Beaver Dam
Jeffrey Inniger, Trinity, Caledonia

From online registrations as of 10/12/2018.

 ANNIVERSARIES

Anniversaries
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CLS Fall Newsletter is published annually by the WELS Commission on Lutheran Schools 
N16W23377 Stone Ridge Drive • Waukesha, WI 53188-1108 • 414-259-4354 

© 2018 Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod

Contact us
414-259-4354
877-273-3725 (toll free)
lutheranschools@wels.net

Jim Rademan
Director

jim.rademan@wels.net

Cindi Holman
National Coordinator Early 
Childhood Ministries

cindi.holman@wels.net

Tom Plitzuweit
Associate Director, WELSSA 
Executive Director

tom.plitzuweit@wels.net

Tierney Arndt
Administrative Specialist

tierney.arndt@wels.net

Sarah Krause
Promotions Project Specialist

sarah.krause@wels.net

Rachel DiGiorgio 
WELSSA Executive Assistant
   rachel.digiorgio@wels.net

Your district school coordinator 
and early childhood district 
coordinator are available to 
assist and support you in your 
teaching ministry. Contact 
information is available at the 
CLS Resource Center: cls.welsrc.
net under General Documents.

WELS School Accreditation
The WELSSA program evaluates our Christian school ministries based 
on Scripture and sound educational principles. The school learns to 
understand its strengths and weaknesses by working through a self-study 
using the WELSSA handbook set of standards. Among the many benefits 
of becoming an accredited school is appreciating the many blessings our 
gracious God provides and identifying ways in which the school can better 
serve its students and their surrounding community. 

Gaining WELSSA accreditation also earns you accreditation with the 
National Council for Private School Accreditation (NCPSA). 

Congratulations to first-time accredited schools:  
Lamb of God Lutheran – West Allis WI 
Christ the King Lutheran – Bremerton WA 
Eastside Lutheran – Madison WI

There are currently 132 WELS schools accredited (116 LES, 15 LHS, 1 
stand-alone ECM) in 14 states with over 17,500 students. There are 20 
schools currently holding candidacy status that will be hosting a site 
visit for the first time within the next two years. There are 34 site visits 
scheduled for the 2018-19 school year and over 50 expected in 2019-20. 
More than 160 experienced educators from schools around the country 
will volunteer to serve WELSSA as a consultant, site team captain or team 
member this year. The WELSSA program is thankful for their service. 

If you are interested in serving on a site visit team, learning more about 
accreditation for your school, joining the WELSSA group listserve, using 
the WELSSA logo for your website, email our office at welssa@wels.net.

Early Childhood Ministry: Fast Facts
• Last year there were 11,126 young children enrolled in 384 WELS early 

childhood ministries (235 part of an LES, 149 stand-alone).

• Almost a third (28%) of families enrolled have no Christian church 
affiliation. What a mission field!

• There is a critical need for individuals trained for early childhood 
ministry to serve. Pray for workers! Encourage those you know!

• Lutheran Schools has a number of resources for early childhood 
ministry including: Building Blocks: A Handbook for Beginning and 
Operating a Christian Early Childhood Ministry

• Weekly Early Childhood Ministry Educator Devotions are written 
for anyone who serves young children. Visit wels.net/serving-you/
devotions to view and subscribe.

For more information, contact Cindi Holman or your Early Childhood 
District Coordinator - cls.welsrc.net/download-cls/general-documents

CLS.WELSRC.NET
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wisconsin lutheran seminary spotlight

Preparing pastors for the worldwide mission of WELS

Fall 2018

GRATSI CLASS HELD
This August, the second cohort of students in the Greater Africa Theological 

Studies Institute (GRATSI) attended their final course. Professor Brad Wordell 

taught a New Testament Biblical Studies course on the first nine chapters 

of Acts. Participants are working on their post-course assignment, and will 

submit their final paper by the end of the year.

GRATSI is a joint effort of the seminary’s Pastoral Studies Institute and the 

Lutheran Seminary in Lusaka, Zambia. The program calls for a cohort of 

10-12 pastors (five or six from Malawi and Zambia) to take nine intensive 

courses at a rate of two per year. Pastors who complete the courses and 

fulfill the requirements, including a final research paper, earn a Bachelor 

of Divinity degree through Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.

Besides the ten 

GRATSI students, 

this class was also 

attended by four 

LCCA pastors who 

are working towards 

a master of theology 

degree, a pastor from 

Cameroon, and two 

pastors from Kenya.

One participant is ready to take what he’s learned and share it with his 

congregation members. “I am going to go back and study Acts with my 

congregation, and we are going to rededicate ourselves to being Christ’s 

witnesses,” he shared.

Another is thankful for GRATSI as a whole, “The GRATSI program has been a 

lot of work, but it has helped me to be a better pastor for the people God has 

called me to serve,” he says. “I have grown and I want to keep growing.”

Your prayers and financial support of our seminary and world missions 

plays a significant role in the continuing education of these pastors.

Professor Brad Wordell is the world mission seminary professor.

SEMINARY RECEIVES ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERSHIP
This summer, the seminary became an associate 

member of The Association of Theological Schools 

in the United States and Canada (ATS) and is now 

eligible to apply for “Candidate for Accreditation” 

status. That status, says Professor Kenneth Cherney, 

“means we do an internal review, which is sort of a 

mini-self study.” The seminary will provide more 

information about its history, constituency, purpose, 

and goals, and show that the extensive self study 

will be complete within two years. “Best-case 

scenario has us ATS-accredited in about five years 

from now,” says Cherney.

Becoming accredited is helpful to the seminary’s 

world-wide mission. “ATS accreditation will make it 

much easier for WLS to enroll international students. 

It will also be a boon to some of our confessional 

sister seminaries around the world, if they can show 

that they have a link to a seminary in the USA that 

is ATS-accredited,” says Cherney. “But accreditation 

will be of help right here as well. WLS has already 

done several periodic self-studies, and these play an 

important role in keeping an institution on course. 

They help us make sure we are really doing what 

we say we’re doing. Outsiders have a way of seeing 

things that sometimes insiders miss. This school 

is unique in many ways; in other ways, we’re not 

unique at all, and I think we can benefit from what 

similar institutions have learned.”

This accreditation does not change the mission of 

the seminary. As one ATS official shared, “Our job 

is not to tell you who you are; it’s to help you be the 

best ‘you’ you can be.”

WLS.WELS.NET
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WLS CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 17, 10:30 am: WLS Alumni annual meeting

September 17-18: Symposium 

October 6: Friends of the Seminary Day 

October 12-15: Midterm break

November 21-23: Thanksgiving Break

December 9: The Seminary Chorus Christmas concert

December 22-January 6: Christmas break

January 7-18: Winterim

February 5-7: Mission and Ministry

March 9-17: Spring Break

April 18-23: Easter Break

April 28: Legacy Society Dinner

April 28: Bethel Balge Piano Recital

May 4: Seminary Scurry

May 17: No school

May 23: Call Day and Graduation Concert

May 24: Graduation

SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS
This year, 88 students are on campus for classes, which        

began on Tuesday, Aug. 28. The class breakdown is as follows: 

27 seniors, 28 middlers (one of whom is here through an   

agreement between the PSI and the Ukraine Lutheran Church), 

and 33 juniors. Throughout congregations in North America, 26 

students are serving as vicars.

MENTORING THROUGH PASTOR PARTNERS
Began in 2010 as a pilot-project overseen by Grow in Grace, Pastor Partners is now nine years old. This 

initiative pairs a trained, experienced pastoral mentor with a new seminary graduate for the first three 

years of that graduate’s ministry. As the relationship develops, mentor and mentee focus on sharing 

their own struggles and joys in the ministry, with a special emphasis on encouraging each other to 

continue to grow in faith through daily devotional time in the Word. 

Our synod formally adopted the Pastor Partners mentoring initiative at the 2015 convention. The initiative was originally supported 

through special gifts by individuals and foundations, but since 2015 it has been entirely funded by the calling bodies who have a WLS 

graduate assigned to them.  

So far, well over 100 new pastors have been mentored in their early years of ministry. In those nine years, only one pastor who was 

active in mentoring was lost to resignation. Our synod is experiencing its lowest resignation rates of young pastor since the 1980’s, 

and mentoring appears to be a strong contributing element to this blessing from God. Graduating seniors have learned to appreciate 

the benefits of having a mentor. While requesting a mentor remains an option for each graduating senior, 2018 marked the first time 

that every WLS graduate requested a mentor. 

It is the prayer of those who serve at Grow in Grace that God will continue to bless us with a growing percentage of 

young pastors thriving under the cross for decades of gospel ministry! 

11831 N SEMINARY DRIVE  w  MEQUON WI 53092  w  262.242.8100  w  WLS.WELS.NET

SUMMER ASSISTANTS SERVE 
THROUGHOUT COUNTRY
This summer, six students served as assistants in congregations 

in Wisconsin, Alaska, Iowa, South Dakota, Arizona, and Texas. 

Jordan Uhlhorn served at Good Shepherd, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 

with outreach work into North Liberty, Iowa. “Working with Good 

Shepherd gave me a boost of knowledge and enthusiasm going into 

vicar year. Many of my responsibilities were things that I was doing 

for the first time which turned into valuable experience,” explains 

Uhlhorn. “This summer provided a mindset for service in a church 

that works in multiple towns, which is what I am doing now!”

Ultimately, through all these experiences, he learned that 

“ministry, messy as it can be, holds many blessings,” he says. 

Chris Pflughoeft served at Hope, Chino Valley, Arizona. While he 

participated in the many congregational ministries and led the 

vacation Bible school, he was especially thankful for the guidance of 

Pastor Tim Henning. “Some of the most valuable time was our 

Monday morning meetings in which we talked and he shared 

his experiences and wisdom with me,” he says. 

WLS.WELS.NET
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Wisconsin Lutheran College, a nationally ranked, 
independent Christian college in Milwaukee, serves 1,200 

traditional undergraduate, adult, and graduate students through 
its on-campus and online programming. Wisconsin Lutheran 
College generously invests in making a Christian college 
experience affordable because we know the positive impact WLC 
graduates are making around the world.

PARTNERS IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP
A $2,000 renewable scholarship will be given to new undergraduate students who 
graduate from a Christian high school and enroll at WLC, to help them continue 
their Christian education in a liberal arts setting. 

Merit Awards for qualifying freshmen enrolling in Fall 2019 will range from $11,000 
to $15,000 per year, for a lifetime value of $44,000 to $60,000. For more information 
on these and other scholarships offered by WLC, visit wlc.edu/scholarships.

FOUR-YEAR GRADUATION GUARANTEE
WLC guarantees that students who enter as freshmen and follow the established 
parameters will graduate in four years. For details, visit wlc.edu/guarantee.

8800 WEST BLUEMOUND ROAD  •  MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN  •  414.443.8800  •  WLC.EDU 

PREPARING STUDENTS FOR LIVES OF CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP

THE VALUE OF A CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AT WLC

AREAS OF STUDY
Accounting
Anthropology
Art
Biochemistry
Biology
Broad Field Language Arts
Broad Field Social Sciences
Business Administration
Business Management and Leadership 

(College of Adult and Graduate 
Studies)

Chemistry
Communication
Communicative Arts
Computer Science
Digital Cinema and Media
Early Childhood Education
Elementary Education
English
Environmental Science
Environmental Studies
History
Human Social Services
Interdisciplinary Studies
Marine Biology
Mathematics
Media Design
Music
Nursing
Physics
Psychology
Secondary Education
Spanish
Special Education
Sport and Exercise Science
Theatre
Theology

DUAL-DEGREE OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR IMCOMING FRESHMEN
3+2 Athletic Training
3+3.3 Chiropractic
4+4 Dental Medicine 
3+3 Law 
3+2 Occupational Therapy 
3+4 Optometry 
3+4/4+4 Osteopathic Medicine 
3+3 Pharmacy 
3+3 Physical Therapy 
3+4 Podiatry
Engineering

15+
WEEKLY WORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES
 FOR STUDENTS

STUDENTS COME FROM  

30 STATES

AND  7  COUNTRIES

WLC.EDU
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25

7:00 AM Registration; Displays Open 

8:30 AM Opening Worship

9:45 AM Reports and Announcements

10:15 AM Spiritual Growth Keynote: Pastor David Wenzel

11:30 AM Lunch (on your own) and Visit Displays 

1:00 PM Devotion

1:30-2:30 PM Single A Sectionals

2:45-3:45 PM Single B Sectionals

1:30-3:45 PM Double AB Sectionals

3:45 PM Visit Displays

4:30 PM Displays Close

At-a-Glance Schedule

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26

7:30 AM Displays Open

8:15 AM Opening Devotion and Announcements

9:00 AM Professional Growth Keynote: Harry and Rosemary Wong with 
special guest William Martinez, in auditorium

1:00-1:15 PM Closing Devotion



WLSTC 2019
GOD’S WORD—LIVING AND ACTIVE 

HEBREWS 4:12

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any double-edged 
sword. It penetrates even to the point of dividing soul and spirit, joints and 

marrow, even being able to judge the ideas and thoughts of the heart.

OCTOBER 24-25, 2019
WISCONSIN LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL

Registration runs September 5-October 17
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